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Upcoming Events

Winning is becoming more like Jesus.

WEEK 3

Known as “The Flying Scotsman,” Eric Liddell ran to victory in the 1924
Paris Olympics. He won a gold medal for Scotland in the 400-meters and
set a new world record with his time of 47.6 seconds and won a bronze
in the 200-meter race. He was an amazing athlete who was not only a
runner, but also a rugby player and a missionary to China.

THU 14 FEBRUARY
• Scholastic Book Orders Due

WEEK 4
FRI 22 FEBRUARY
• Whole School Assembly

WEEK 5
MON 25 FEBRUARY
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6
THU 28 FEBRUARY
• District Swimming
FRI 01 MARCH
• Shed Men 6:30pm

WEEK 6
MON 4 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6
TUE 5 MARCH
• Shrove Tuesday
WED 6 MARCH
• Ash Wednesday
THU 7 MARCH
• School Tour 9:30am
• Reception Information Evening 6:30pm
FRI 8 MARCH
• Class Carers Morning Tea

WEEK 7
MON 11 MARCH
• Adelaide Cup Public Holiday
TUE 12 - WED 13 MARCH
• Year 3 Camp (Woodhouse)

The classic movie “Chariots of Fire” shows just how much of an impact
Liddell made by living out his convictions. While competing, his goal was
to draw his peers to Christ by doing the little things like shaking the hands
of other runners before each race. At the time, the runners ran on cinder
tracks. Liddell would offer his trowel (a small shovel) to fellow runners who
had trouble digging their starting holes. Even though he was known as
“The Flying Scotsman,” he could as easily have been called the “The Serving
Scotsman.”
When others looked down on other competitors because they were
different, he would come alongside those people and encourage them.
After competing, he went to China as a missionary where he taught
children in school, worked with extremely poor people, and rescued
victims of war. Whatever he did, his goal was to become like Jesus.
In the world of sports, winning becomes the ultimate goal; and as a
result, competitors adopt a mentality of winning at all costs. Winning
consumes us and prevents us from seeing competition correctly. We view
the opponent as the enemy who needs to be beaten, destroyed, and
annihilated. But I don’t think Jesus would play sports with that concept.
Winning Jesus’ way would be to compete in such a godly way that we
elevate the level of everyone’s play so that even the competitor gets
better. When Jesus commanded us to love one another, that includes our
neighbour—even the opposing team on game day!
Adapted from WisdomWalks SPORTS, Ellie Claire
Submitted by Jess Lampshire

INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 4 & Year 2 House Rotations

From the Principal
STAFFING NEWS

We continue to keep our Performing Arts teacher, Mrs
Catherine Jones, in our thoughts and prayers as she
recovers from surgery. Miss Alex Compton has been
captivating our students with her saxophone and many
engaging Performing Arts lessons, and we thank her
for extending her time with us until the end of Week 4
(next week).
2021 ENROLMENTS

In the coming weeks I will be conducting enrolment
interviews for new families enrolled for Reception in
2021. We provide priority entry to siblings if we have
their information on file. If you are a current family of
St Paul and believe you may not have completed an
enrolment form for your younger child, please ask at
the office for a form as soon as possible. If you would
like to check that you have a form in, please ask Natalie
Broome to check for you.
Vacancies for Reception fill quickly each year, however
there are some places for 2020, as well as places in
some other year levels. If you have friends or extended
family who are seeking a suitable place for their child’s
education, we’d love you to direct them to us for a tour.
Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
SCHOOL AT ST PAUL

It was a privilege to see the way our new Reception
students started last week. It’s hard to imagine a group
of kids being happier and more settled during their first
week. A lot of this is down to the meetings that take
place in Week 1 and the environments Mr Sheedy and
Miss Gracey have set up for their classes. Thank you to
everyone who assisted in this process.
While all of this was happening it was pretty hard not
to bump into the obligatory ‘first day of/back to school
photos’ on social media. Many years from now, a whole

generation of children will be able to see what their
first day of school looked like. This is another example
of how the changing nature of the world around us,
impacts the way students access and see school. We
may just accept this as the way things are now but we
also have to be mindful of how we are sending signals
to students about our view of school and learning.
Thankfully the ‘first day of/back to school photos’
display our pride (even if the embarrassment of the
photo only develops later!).
I regularly write about how school is, and has, changed.
It’s a message that needs to be reinforced constantly as
new families come into our school. St Paul is a unique
place. We are attempting to provide a future focussed
education without it being a cliché or a marketing tool.
We aren’t doing this for likes on twitter, notoriety or to
sell books, and believe me, these are drivers for many
trying the same thing.
The biggest challenge for us has been that school
is different to how we experienced it and this goes
for teachers as much as parents. This is why it isn’t
always smooth sailing. Most of us went to school at a
time when school was a cyclical process of curriculum
delivery and student recount. Throughout this process,
student success was clearly defined by percentages and
university entry and an entire generation (or more) of
children had a very clear notion of how ‘smart or dumb’
they were.
In recent years there has been a major shift in
educational assessment, from an overreliance on
homogenous tests which tell us little about university
and vocational readiness, to the use of numerous
methods to gauge growth in learning the full range
of content and skills that best serve students for life.
Real assessment occurs when we quantify not just
knowledge, but also skills and proficiencies. This kind of
assessment is concerned not just with the recall of facts
but also with real-world applications.
Last year, I mentioned an article, “I got a 99 ATAR but I
had a lousy education” in the Sydney Morning Herald.
The author, who completed high school with a 99plus
ATAR (maximum score) writes, “As students at high

school, we were taught to the exam; as students at
university, we carry that habit over, so that even if we
are interested in the subjects (and for the most part, I
was), in the back of our minds we are always thinking,
“Will this be in the final exam?” Unsurprisingly, I fare
much worse in practical assessments at university than
my grade point average would suggest. During the two
internships I have undertaken, I have struggled to retain
and apply new skills, as well as accept critical feedback.
I’m an employer’s second choice: good on paper but
doesn’t deliver.”

Talk to them - make sure they know their routine too

Over the next few weeks I will write about how we are
valuing aspects of learning at St Paul differently than
in the past, starting with ‘play’. Hopefully it gives our
new and continuing families a clear idea of what type of
education St Paul is trying to deliver.

The most important thing you can do to ease backto-school worries is to share your confidence in your
child’s ability to cope. Children tend to look to their
parents to help gauge the unfamiliar. If you are calmly
optimistic that your child will manage the back-toschool transition, it makes it easier for your child to be
hopeful, too.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
BACK TO SCHOOL

After long summer days, late bedtimes and lazy
mornings, the new school year is certainly here! As we
move into Week 3 already, here are a few tips to help
with that ‘back to school’ routine:
Bedtime routine
Introducing a consistent routine before bedtime can
really help with the transition from holiday mode.
Follow the same pattern each night, such as laying out
clothes for the next day, having a bath, brushing teeth,
PJs on and then a bedtime story and a cuddle (if they
still let you!).
Establish fun traditions
Being excited for each new school day will help your
child follow your lead. Another idea from my childhood
was ‘green plate surprise’. I knew that if the green plate
was on the table with my name on it, it was my choice
(within reason) for breakfast. Talk as a family about
other ideas!

It’s much easier for children to adjust to a routine
if they know what is expected of them. When they
start school, always try to give them an idea of what
is happening that day. Will they be going to SPLASH
or kiss and drop? Who will be dropping off/collecting?
Do they have sports practise or is someone visiting?
Having a heads up on what is in store can help them
adapt more readily.
Set positive but realistic expectations

WELCOME TO ST PAUL CELEBRATION

Thank you to everyone who attended last Friday’s
Welcome to St Paul Celebration. We were certainly
blessed with some beautiful weather. It was a
wonderful way to meet our new families and welcome
them to the St Paul community.
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

If you wish to be a volunteer at St Paul Lutheran,
you will need to collect a pack from the front office
or alternatively contact the front office to get a pack
sent home with your child. All volunteers require a
DCSI clearance and need to complete the Valuing Safe
Communities training. All current registered volunteers
will have a new badge sent home in the coming weeks.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to
contact Carly Bergen cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
FRIDAY ASSEMBLY

Please note that our first whole school Assembly will
be in Week 4 (Friday 22 February) lead by the Year 4
McMahon class.
Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
LIBRARY BAGS

Students from Reception to Year 3 are required to
bring a named Library bag for their resources when
they borrow from the library. The bag can be any type
large enough to fit picture books. The St Paul book bag
and LLL calico bags are popular choices. Using a Library
bag helps students carry and protect their books and
ensures they get into the correct school bag to come
home.
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS WANTED

Thursday is construction day in the Library at morning
break time and it is always busy. Materials like empty
boxes, tubes, fabric scraps, string, wool, plastic trays
and orange fruit bags get used quickly. If you have any
of these materials at home and would like to ‘recycle’
them with us, please bring them to the library. The
library is open from 8.30am till 8.45am Monday to
Thursday and Tuesday and Thursday from 3.15pm till
3.30pm to drop materials off.
Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

Church News
SAVE THE DATE – ST PAUL CELEBRATION SUNDAY

Our first St Paul Celebration Worship Sunday for the
year is on Sunday 24 March at 10:00am.
St Paul Celebration Sundays (SPCS) are held at St Paul
Lutheran Church once a term. On these Sundays we
have a special Worship Service, whereby members of
our Church and St Paul school community members
join together in worship. These Services (without Holy
Communion) have a focus on children and young
people and in particular those from our St Paul school
community.
Often each SPCS has a special theme and on scheduled
occasions there will be planned events after the
service called ‘Experiences’ for families and children to
participate in and enjoy. There is plenty of fun for all
ages, including crafts and games. The Experience Event
is held straight after the SPCS Service from 11:00am
in the Church Hall. All school and church families are
warmly invited to attend.

ST PAUL APP

For more information about School Ministry at St Paul
or our St Paul Celebration Sunday Services, please
contact our School Ministry Worker, Louise Venning.

Download it at the App store.

Email smw@stpaul-church.org.au Phone 0416 008 129

The St Paul App will give you easy access to your portal
via your mobile devices, including sending absentee
messages, school calendar and other important
communication.

PLAYGROUP @ST PAUL

LLL BANKING

Open an LLL Children’s Saving account before 31 March
2019, and LLL will pay you an opening gift of $25.00, if
it’s the first LLL account in the child’s name. Be sure to
write GET25 on your application. You can then drop the
form back to us. Student banking day is Wednesday.
LABELLING AND LOST PROPERTY

To ensure your child’s property finds its way home,
please label all items brought to school. We have quite
a few lunch boxes being left around the grounds of St
Paul.

Playgroup @St Paul is held each Tuesday during school
terms, from 9:00am-10:30am in the Church Hall.
Children 0-5 years and their parent or carer are invited
to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing.
Our theme for Term 1 is Aussie Animals. Come along
and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please bring a
small snack for your child for snack time.
SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH

St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first
and third Friday of the month during school terms. Our
first night back for Term 1 is this Friday 15 February.
Our theme is Icebreakers and Games Night. Time
7:00pm-9:00pm. Cost is $2.00. Supper provided. Any
enquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.

OUR VISION:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

PROUD MEMBER OF:

St Paul Lutheran School
44 Audrey Avenue
Blair Athol SA 5084
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
Fax +61 8 8262 4216
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

In February’s edition of “The Lutheran”, Henry Reid (Yr4 McMahon) is
pictured with Bishop John Henderson presenting his artwork titled “Many
Eyes” Reprinted by kind permission of The Lutheran’

