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Upcoming Events

Don’t miss the miracles

WEEK 9

It’s currently that time of the term where kids start itching for holidays and
teachers are working towards finalizing concert items and wrapping up big
inquiries. Then there’s me, who is planning a wedding in the midst of all
this messiness and seemingly monotonous point of Term 3. It’s not quite
the weekend yet, it’s not quite the holidays yet and it’s not quite time for
me to switch from “teaching brain” to “wedding brain”.

FRI 20 SEP
• PJ day
Raising money for Childhood Cancer

WEEK 10
MON 23 SEP
• School Concert - Rehearsal
and Photos
TUES 24 SEP
• School Concert - Dress Rehearsal
WED 25 SEP
• School Concert - Matinee Performance
THU 26 SEP
• School Concert - Evening Performance
• Closing Chapel 9:00am
FRI 27 SEP
• Optional Attendance Day
• Term Three Concludes

WEEK 1, TERM 4
MON 14 OCT
• Term Four Commences
THU 17 OCT
• School Tour 6:15pm

WEEK 2
MON 21- WED 23 OCT
• Year 6 Camp - Swanport

It is all too easy to slip into a frantic mindset as I try to tick everything off
of the various to-do-lists I have at the moment. It is far too easy to live
a life that always longs for the next checkpoint. But that way of living is
exhausting and forces us to miss all of the wonderful miracles around us.
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand”
Isaiah 41:10
When I can let go and let God take hold of my life I can finally find rest,
which sometimes feels impossible in the lead up to a wedding, but it’s
true. I can see the miracles around me like kids making breakthroughs
in their writing, seeing the joy that new playdough brings to my class and
taking time to enjoy how my wedding planning process allows others to
reminisce on theirs.
My prayer for us all is that we can focus on the here and now, the
blessings that God pours on us daily and to break the cycle of longing for
what’s next.

Submitted by Marlise Slade

INSPIRE photos featured this week:

TRAFFIC AT ST PAUL

• St Paul Sport

Traffic and parking at and around St Paul are always
at the forefront of our thinking. Parking on the courts
has been busy lately but everyone using this space
have been incredibly respectful and patient. One of
my current concerns is the speed of some cars in the
driveway. 5kmph is the limit and this is a speed that
needs the use of brakes more than the accelerator.
Please be mindful of your speed on the driveway and
particularly on the courts.

From the Principal
2019 CONCERT YEARS 1 TO 4

With the upcoming concert, students are diligently
practicing the songs and scripts at school and at
home. If you are a parent of a child in Years 1 to 4 (or
Senior Choir), I hope that the anticipation is spreading
in your home as much as it is in my household! We
look forward to seeing you at the matinee or evening
concert performances next week.
STUDENT SAFETY AND TRAFFIC

Thank you to all families for responding to my recent
safety requests. Please remember that students
arriving to be unsupervised before 8:30am must be
brought to SPLASH and signed in for the morning
session. SPLASH (St Paul Lutheran After School Hours)
is a safe option for all students who need supervision
prior to 8:30am. The fees are very reasonable, and are
subject to childcare subsidy. Please ask at the office for
a SPLASH enrolment form, or call SPLASH directly on
0408 838 637.
Recently I have been spending time in the front of the
church during morning traffic duty to monitor safety.
This driveway in front of the church is a one-way
driveway and is fenced off in the morning to prevent
vehicles using this space for a drop-off zone. Please
do not travel in the opposite direction through this
driveway. School traffic should be using the courts for
parking and the drive-through zone through the school.
If you have time to walk a short way, I have seen many
families parking in streets further away and successfully
using the pedestrian crossings on Main North Road
and Audrey Avenue to walk the remaining distance to
school. Our morning drop-off zone is also flowing very
efficiently and you should not have to wait very long at
all to drop your child in this zone.

SCHOOL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS

School council elections are coming up in November
and we met recently to plan for 2020. We are currently
seeking school parents who are also members of the
St Paul Lutheran Church congregation who may be
interested in serving on the St Paul Lutheran School
Council. If you are interested in serving, please contact
our council chair, Scott Hartwig, via email: councilchair@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au.
STAFFING NEWS

Mrs Joyleen Mead is taking some rewarding long service
leave during Term 4. We have made some changes to
our LSO support to accommodate this leave, with Mrs
Jo Wilson working with Year 2 and 3 students in Term
4, and Miss Kelsey Piltz working in Year 1 Fyffe. Miss
Georgia Huxtable is working with Year 1 Fisher whilst
Mrs Louise Porter is healing from a broken foot. We
pray for healing for Louise and look forward to seeing
her back next term!
Leila Mattner|Principal

From the Deputy Principal
How good are you at avoiding the distraction that is
your phone? Recently, I have committed to not checking
my phone for a couple of hours each day. The constant
stream of information and communication can be
overwhelming at times. Victorian schools, primary and
secondary, have committed to banning mobile phones
from all classrooms next year.
I wonder if teachers and staff are included in this ban.
I wonder how good the politicians that have come up
with this ban are at avoiding the distraction of their
phone, and how they’d react to similar bans in the
workplace.
Our lives are now so intertwined with technology that
it’s clear nobody was thinking about implications from
the beginning. Particularly for children. Now, there is
a tension that also needs to be addressed while we
move further down the rabbit hole of technology. That
is, how do we keep our students in touch with the
natural world around them? For all of the immersion in
technological environments, how do we ensure children
still have the opportunity to play, build things with their
hands and appreciate the outdoors? It is clear that a
balance needs to be struck and this is something that
teachers are becoming more and more aware of.
Natural play environments around the school provide
students with the opportunity to work outside and
develop new skills. This influence is even making its way
inside. Walk through our classrooms and you will see
they are inclusive of natural materials and colours.
Teachers are constantly looking at how the physical
environment of the classroom creates an atmosphere
that is conducive to engagement and trust. This is why
the Reggio Emilia philosophy has been influential in
the way classrooms have been set up and continue to
develop. Children spend so much time learning in the
classroom during their lives that this physical space
needs to be a place where students feel comfortable
and willing to take risks as they learn.

Yes coding, 3D printers, drones and robots will continue
to change the world and the way children learn but we
cannot lose sight of the playful, joyful opportunities
for students in the natural world. Striking a balance
between the natural and technological worlds is
becoming more and more important for our children, at
home and at school. Maybe this is something we need
to consider as adults too.
NAPLAN

NAPLAN results arrived earlier this week. These tests
will be sent home on Friday afternoon once teachers
and Mrs Nak have had a chance to go through all of
the data. Across the board results were pleasing and
reflect the types of data already being collected by class
teachers. If you want to get a complete picture of how
your child is developing, I encourage you to speak to
your child’s classroom teacher. For 5Burgan families,
if you have any pressing questions, please contact
Danielle Nak or myself or speak to Miss Burgan on her
return from leave.
Unfortunately, NAPLAN results have created a sense
that your child’s education can be broken down into
a handful of numbers and percentage points. Your
child and their education deserve to be discussed in
much richer terms. Your child is a unique, intricate and
complicated individual. To sum them up as a number or
a percentage for the sake of comparison does not do
anyone any justice.
A conversation with your child’s teacher will give you
a much better understanding of the complete picture
and context of their NAPLAN results.
Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
SRC PJ DAY- FRIDAY 20 SEPTEMBER

The St Paul Student Representative Council have
decided to have a Pyjama Day to raise money for
Childhood Cancer Research. Dress up in your favourite
pair of PJ’s on Friday 20 September (week 9). Please
ensure your child wears appropriate footwear, suitable
for outside play e.g. sneakers.
CONCERT INFORMATION

A note regarding important information for next week’s
concert was sent home on Monday. Please refer to this
note for information regarding uniform changes and
times for concert. Please note: all students from Years
1-4 will be participating in a finale song at the end of
the concert.
OPTIONAL ATTENDANCE DAY FRIDAY 27 SEPTEMBER

The Friday following the concert evening performance
will be an optional attendance day for all students
from Reception to Year 6. Students who do come to
school will be supervised in mixed-class groups and will
support the concert clean-up. Please return the return
slip by Wednesday the 18 of September. Thank you in
advance!
SAVE THE DATE - PICNIC IN THE PARK

Sunday 3 November (Family event) On the park. We’d
love to make this a special family event with plenty of
activities and fun. If you’d like to help with the planning
and organisation, please email Carly cbergen@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au
CLOSING CHAPEL-THURSDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

Please note, because of the Optional Day after
Thursday night’s concert, closing chapel will be on
Thursday 26 September at 9:00am led by Pastor Greg.
Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
TERM FOUR FEES

Term four fees have been
emailed out to all families. Fees
are due to be finalised by October
18 unless a prior arrangement
has been made.
Robyn Mader|Business Manager
SPLASH NEWS

This is the last week to return the vacation care
forms. Please hand them to office or email to splash@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au by Friday 20 September. A
reminder that we will require 7 days’ notice for
any cancellations during this program, this has
already been made clear in the booking form letter.
Confirmation of your bookings will be sent out during
week 10.
Concert night – Thursday 26 September.
From 5:30pm we will be locking the outside hall doors.
Signs will direct parents to the library via the staff car
park and lift for collection of children after 5:30pm.
Please ensure that your child is officially signed out of
SPLASH by 6:15pm. Parents are responsible for taking
their children to class in preparation for the concert.
Rebecca Heinjus| SPLASH director

OUR VISION:

OUR VALUES:

SEASONS FOR GROWTH® PROGRAM

Learning to live with change and
loss.

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

Change and loss are issues that affect
all of us at some stage in our lives. At
St Paul Lutheran School we recognise
that when changes occur in families
through death, separation, divorce
and related circumstances, young people may benefit from learning how to
manage these changes effectively.
We will be offering a very successful education program called Seasons for
Growth to commence in the coming months and in 2020. This voluntary
program is facilitated in small groups and is based on research which
highlights the importance of social support and the need the practise new
skills to cope effectively with change and loss.
Seasons for Growth offers children and young people a safe space to come
together, and share their experiences of change and loss. The program
focuses on issues such as self-esteem, managing feelings, problem-solving,
decision-making, effective communication and support networks.
St Paul Lutheran is pleased to be able to offer this important program and
we are confident that it will be a valuable learning experience for those who
request to be involved. If you require further information please contact
Louise Venning or you can visit the website www.goodgrief.org.au

PROUD MEMBER OF:

Church News
SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH

St Paul Youth is for young people in school Years 6 to 8. We meet on the
1st and 3rd Friday of the month during school terms at St Paul Church. Our
next SPY is on this Friday 20 September at 7pm. Girls please bring supper
to share. Please contact Nicole for more details on 0412 686 342.
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING QUIZ NIGHT – SATURDAY 26 OCTOBER 2019

St Paul Lutheran School
44 Audrey Avenue
Blair Athol SA 5084
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Come and join us to support our local school Chaplaincy at St Paul
Lutheran in the Church hall on Saturday 26 October 2019 at 7:00pm
for 7:30pm. There will be more information about this fun event in midSeptember. If you have an item/service you could donate for our raffle
or auction prizes, we would love to hear from you. Please contact Louise
Venning at school or you can contact Judy Carr directly on 0427261794 or
8344 8868. Thank you.

Free parenting seminar

Positive ways to help
children behave

Are you the parent or
carer of a 3-13 year old?
Are you tired of behaviour dramas,
and looking for ways to guide children
that work better than punishment?
Come and hear Dr Justin Coulson, a nationally
recognised parenting expert, author and
commentator, talk about:
• positive discipline strategies that lead to
better behaviour, better relationships and
a happier family

Wednesday 6 November
When:

7.00 - 9.00pm

Where:

City Rooms
Adelaide Convention Centre
North Terrace, Adelaide

• the importance of strong connections
• how to handle challenging behaviour.
Register to attend in person or view the live webcast at:
Online: http://parentingsa.eventbrite.com.au
Phone: 8303 1660
Email: health.parentingsa@sa.gov.au
This seminar is designed for an adult audience.

Presented by Parenting SA.
Find new Parent Easy Guide
‘Positive approaches to
guiding behaviour’ at
www.parenting.sa.gov.au

