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Upcoming Events
WEEK 6
THU 27 AUGUST
• Fathers Day Stall

WEEK 7 - CONCERT
PERFORMANCES
•
•
•

Tuesday 1/9: 3 Fyffe, 1 Lethborg
Wednesday 2/9: 2 Tew/Saint, 3 Fisher
Thursday 3/9: 2 Voigt, 4 Mueller

WED 2 SEPTEMBER
• Final Day for Scholastic Bookclub orders

THU 3 SEPTEMBER
• School Tour PM

FRI 4 SEPTEMBER
• Pupil Free Day

WEEK 8 - CONCERT
PERFORMANCES
• Monday 7/9: 2 Sheridan/Jeffery, 3
Arnold
• Tuesday 8/9: 1 Baldock, 4 McMahon

WED 9 AND THU 10 SEPTEMBER
• Filming of Concert and St Paul
Spectacular

FRI 11 SEPTEMBER
• St Paul Spectacular

WEEK 9
THU 17 SEPTEMBER

Communicating in person
In 2 John 12 we read: I have much to say to you. But I don’t want to use paper
and ink. Instead, I hope to come visit you. Then we can be together and talk.
That will make us very happy.
If there is one take away from the year so far, it would be that nothing can
quite replace communicating in person. This passage speaks to me quite
differently now than I think it would have in the past. Over the past few
months, I have sent and received many messages similar to the one that
John wrote and in 2020 if you read this passage without knowing it came
from the Bible, you may have thought it came from a text message (albeit
the it paper and ink part) with friends who haven’t been able to see each
other in a while.
The people in Old Testament times heard the word of God through
prophets. They were like the spokespeople for God, and only grasped part
of the mind of God. But then the Word of God came to earth in the person
of God’s Son, Jesus. Through Jesus, God was communicating with people
face to face—in person. Just as John realised, communicating in person
holds a different kind of importance and connection that no amount of
video calls, text messages, or handwritten notes can replace.
Today Jesus is still communicating with us. He comes to us through the
words in the Bible and we are able to speak with Him through prayer.

• School Tour PM

WEEK 10
THU 24 SEPTEMBER
• Closing Worship

FRI 25 SEPTEMBER
• Term 3 Concludes. This is an optional
attendance day.

Submitted by Amber McMahon

INSPIRE photos featured this week:

UNIFORM CONVERSATION

• Rec Sheedy

Many of you will recall that we began a uniform review
in 2019, which resulted in our Reception students
wearing PE uniform only for the first time in 2020.
Since this review, we have also been working through
all of the feedback we were given in our uniform
review survey, and I would like to have some further
conversations with parents and students in the coming
weeks.

From the Principal
BUSINESS LEADER ANNOUNCEMENT

I’m pleased to announce that we have appointed
our new Business Leader. Michael Kroon (Mike) has
accepted this position and joins us from his current
role at SA Pathology. He has served on the board at his
children’s primary school in past years, and comes with
a wealth of finance and management experience. Mike
will begin his role during the coming school holidays
and you will hear more from him in Term 4.
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

Last week our leadership team spent a day planning for
2021 and beyond. We took time through the afternoon
to set aside timetables, event-planning and COVID
contingency planning, and to consider our aspirations
for St Paul, as educators, as parents, and as leaders of
an organisation. We compared our aspirations to the
Strategic Directions 2019-2023 that our community
worked to develop through 2018, which seems like
an age ago now. It was encouraging to see that the
aspirations we identified as a team matched very
closely to our Strategic Directions.
•

Student-centred learning

•

Community wellbeing

•

Future-focused education

•

Identity and community connection

•

Sustainable future

With a year that has been affected by COVID-19, it can
sometimes seem that the immediate needs and day to
day preparations can take priority. There will continue
to be changes and adjustments, including a greater
physical separation for parents in the school for the
time being, however St Paul continues to be futurefocused at this time and believe we are still on the right
path as a thriving school community. Thank you all for
being part of St Paul!

I will be holding a conversation via Zoom this Friday, 28
August 9:30am – 10am.
Please email nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au to register
for a place in this conversation.
Leila Mattner|Principal

Students celebrating birthdays
this week
Zoe Edgecomb		

Bolt Nguyen

Prisha Malhotra

Eliza Bearman

Thinara Hatangala

Piper Hopkins

Vivian Nguyen		
King Yim

India Langmead
Diljot Dhaliwal

Zac Hanin		
Lyla Ho

From the Deputy Principal
OBSERVABLE LEARNING

It has been an interesting year for the greater
education system in Australia. The turbulence of 2020
has hastened the pace of change. Student agency, the
role of the teacher, and the role of summative, data
driven assessment have already advanced rapidly this
year.
Considering all of this, it has been interesting to see the
way the media continued to report on NAPLAN earlier
this month, given it did not take place this year. The
focus of these reports was schools that have improved
certain results more than others.
Most disheartening has been the way some schools
took the bait and jumped to pat themselves on the
back. Why is this disheartening? Comparing Year 3
reading results from 2019 with Year 3 reading results

from 2013 assumes that the Year 3 cohorts in these
years were the same. That is, children are empty vessels
who just needed schools to pour the knowledge in. The
assumption is that your children are all the same type
of learners. And humans.
Assessment is an incredibly complex process that
requires constant reflection and improvement. This
includes improving the assessment process itself based
on the feedback that learners are providing to the
assessors. This does not happen with NAPLAN.
Observable learning is a constant cycle in the
classroom. This is why ‘final assessment’ moments
such as tests occur less in schools than ever before.
The progression of learning a new skill or improving
on prior knowledge cannot be defined in one single
moment. More can be learned about a student in the
observation of their growth. This is such a complex and
rich journey filled with evolution and indicators.
If we reduce the learning cycle to looking at students
as nothing but data, no matter what their background,
abilities and levels of support, we ignore the human
side of learning. At St Paul Lutheran this takes on
additional significance. Christian school communities,
who are willing to be open to the humanity of their
students, respond to teachable moments. Student
centred pedagogies, in the Christian school more than
any other, invite students to serve with focussed hands,
hearts and minds.
This develops the type of learner who is not only ready
for the future, but is also the bearer of God’s image.
This can’t be reduced to a number.

a week before the actual day of Father’s Day due to our
Concert Performances.
CONCERT AND ST PAUL SPECTACULAR

Important information about our upcoming Concert
and St Paul Spectacular has been sent out. Afternoon
Concert performances begin at 2.00pm for a 2.15pm
start. Doors will open at 1.45pm and parking is available
on the tennis courts or nearby streets. Tickets can
be ordered via QKR and there is a limit of 2 audience
members per family. There is no cost for tickets.
Please note the following important dates:
• Tuesday 1/9: 3 Fyffe, 1 Lethborg
• Wednesday 2/9: 2 Tew/Saint, 3 Fisher
• Thursday 3/9: 2 Voigt, 4 Mueller
• Monday 7/9: 2 Sheridan/Jeffery, 3 Arnold
• Tuesday 8/9: 1 Baldock, 4 McMahon
The St Paul Spectacular date is scheduled for Friday
11 September. This date is relevant for our Year 5 and
Year 6 classes.
The concert and St Paul Spectacular will be filmed in its
entirety on: Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 September.
The film will be made available to all families.
FRIDAY COMMUNITY TIME

Our new Community Afternoon dates are this Friday
28 August (Week 6) and Friday 18 September (Week 9).
Please note that students can wear their sports uniform
on Friday 28 August and Friday 18 September. Our
student leaders are excited to lead these afternoons.
CANTEEN ORDERING SYSTEM- QKR!

QKR orders will close at 3pm today. Gifts range from
$1.00-$7.00. All gifts will be in a gift bag or wrapped.
Students can purchase up to 3 gifts and a card.

Please note that all canteen orders will need to be
placed by 8.00am as this allows more preparation time
for Chris and our volunteers. All orders must be made
via the app. Please note that canteen orders can be
made in advance via the app. The app has the option
‘payment to canteen’. This is to be used if your child
accidentally forgets their lunch. If this happens, please
call the office and speak with Chris directly.

As we are unable to accept cash payments at this time,
payments for Father’s Day Stall will be able to be made
via QKR. Please note that our Father’s Day Stall is over

The following menu items are now available: Chicken
burgers, Beef burgers, hot chocolate, muffins,
pikelets, scones, Anzac biscuits, zucchini slice and

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
FATHER’S DAY STALL IS TOMORROW

vegemite scrolls. (Please note, pizza subs are available
at Afternoon Break only. Vegemite scrolls are only
available on Wednesdays)
Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News

phone
• changes in personality, such as becoming more
withdrawn, anxious, sad or angry
• appearing more lonely or distressed
• unexpected changes in friendship groups
• a decline in their school work

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

• changes in their sleep patterns

The closing date for Issue 6 Scholastic Book Club order
is Wednesday 2 September. Orders can be placed
online by going to www.scholastic.com.au

• avoidance of school or clubs

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 2020

mobile phone use

There are two weeks left of the Premier’s Reading
Challenge for 2020. If students are just finishing off
don’t forget that books do not have to be designated
Premier’s Reading Challenge this year – they can list
any books they have read. We have been reading PRC
books during library time and these books combined
with some reading at home should ensure that all
students have a great chance of completing the
challenge. Completed challenge records need to be
handed into the library by Friday 4th September. If you
have any questions about the Challenge please let me
know: wmcleod@stpaulba.sa.edu.au.
Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

From our Community Chaplain
BEING SAFE ON-LINE

As parents and carers of children and young people in
this digital age, it is crucial we are well informed and
equipped to face online challenges head on. National
Child Safety Week is coming up in Week 8, 6-12
September 2020, and the theme this year is ‘Keeping
Children Safe and Well is Everybody’s Business’.
I THINK MY CHILD IS BEING BULLIED

Your child may not tell you if they are experiencing
bullying behaviour online because of a fear it might
make things worse for them or they may lose access
to their devices and the internet. On the eSafety
Commissioner website it gives great information on the
Signs to watch for including:
• being upset after using the internet or their mobile

• a decline in their physical health
• becoming secretive about their online activities and
WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS BEING CYBERBULLIED

- Try to resist immediately taking away their device
Removing your child’s phone or computer could be
really unhelpful.
- Stay calm and open — don’t panic (try Listen, think,
pause). You want them to know they can talk to you and
feel heard.
- Gauge the scale of the problem. Does it exist in a
peer group or is it more widespread? Is it a few remarks
here and there? Or is it more serious?
- How badly is it affecting your child personally? If the
bullying itself is not very intense, but your child seems
quite seriously affected, this could be a symptom of
something larger.
- Try not to respond immediately. Take some time
to consider the best course of action. Always act to
protect your child if necessary.
- Empower your child. Wherever possible, try to build
your child’s confidence and help them make wise
decisions for themselves, rather than telling them what
to do.
- Collect evidence. Take screenshots and collect
evidence including dates and times.
- Manage contact with others. Help your child with
managing friendships and contacts online, and privacy
settings.
- Report. Many social media services, games, apps
and websites make it easy to report content posted by
other people.

OUR VISION:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

- Consider seeking support from your child’s school. Your child’s school
may have a policy in place to address cyberbullying and may be able to
provide support.
- Encourage positive connections and coping strategies. Help your child
identify tools they can use to work through the current situation, as well as
help build resilience for any future challenges.

Excellence

- Stay aware. Check in with your child from time-to-time about how they
are feeling.

1 Corinthians 10:31

For more information on eSafety go to the www.esafety.gov.au/parents

Respect
Luke 6:31

If anyone would like extra support at this time, please email Louise
Venning, Community Chaplain, lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Compassion

Church News

1 John 3:18

CHURCH SERVICES AT ST PAUL

Hope

Everyone is welcome at our Worship services at either 8.30am (traditional)
and 10.00am (contemporary).

Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION – AN INVITATION

Young people in Years 4-6 who are interested in preparing to receive Holy
Communion are invited to participate in a 3 session course, finishing with
a special worship service to celebrate this occasion. Sessions will be held
fortnightly on Sunday Evenings starting at 6:30pm, and each young person
needs an adult to attend with them. If you are interested or would like to
know more, please speak to Nicole Hall in the Church Office.
SCHOOL MINISTRY PIN BOARD

PROUD MEMBER OF:

Over the past few weeks our School Ministry Pin Board’s display has been
‘growing’. What started as one single, tiny mustard seed, is over time
gradually growing, slowly, but surely into something wonderful... It is the
Season of growing in our Church and this term in Chapel we are exploring
the Parables Jesus told. Keep a look out for what Parable it will be, and
what happens to the tiny seed!
SPY TERM 3

St Paul Youth for Years 6-8 is planning to meet again on Friday 4
September. 7-9pm in the Hall. More details coming. God bless, Nicole,
Renate and Ebony. For more information, can call Nicole on 0412 686 342.
PLAYGROUP AT ST PAUL

St Paul Lutheran School
44 Audrey Avenue
Blair Athol SA 5084
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

St Paul Playgroup is on every Tuesday morning in term time in the Church
Hall at 9am. For parents and carers with a child/children aged 0-5. Come
along and join us for a time of play, song and story.
GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK

Then Jesus asked them, “But who do you say I am?” Simon Peter spoke up, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:15-16

