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Upcoming Events
WEEK 9
WED 9 DECEMBER
• Student Final Day
• End of Year Service

WEEK 1, TERM 1 2021
THU 28 JANUARY
• Term 1 commences for Yr1-6
• Reception School Visits

FRI 29 JANUARY
• Reception School Visits

WEEK 2
MON 1 FEBRUARY
• Reception School Visits

TUE 2 FEBRUARY
• Reception School Visits

WED 3 FEBRUARY
• Reception First Day

Devotion

In preparation for the coming week, I have been spending time reading
the Christmas account in various Bible translations. I often turn to The
Message translation for a different way of reading the Bible. In reading the
gospel of Luke, I was for the first time struck by the prayer of Simeon, not
long after the birth of Jesus. Simeon is described as a “good man, a man
who lived in the prayerful expectancy of help for Israel.” Growing up in the
Lutheran church, Simeon’s prayer is well-known to me from liturgy and yet
I’m just now really reading it in the Christmas context. This is The Message
translation:
God, you can now release your servant:
release me in peace as you promised.
With my own eyes I’ve seen your salvation;
it’s now out in the open for everyone to see:
A God-revealing light to the non-Jewish nations,
And of glory for your people Israel.
Luke 2: 29-32
It’s now out in the open for everyone to see. Jesus has come to earth in the
form of a human baby: a saviour, who has been given to humanity by God,
his Father, as a lifeline. Jesus changed everything, and we celebrate the
hope of Jesus’ birth at Christmas time. As a Lutheran School, we continue
to shine this light, to put this news out in the open for everyone to see. For
those of our community who are Christian, we rejoice in this news with you
and encourage you to share it far and wide. For those of our community
of other faiths, we invite you join with us in the sharing of joy, hope, peace
and love in the Christmas season, and continue to pray for you as fellow
members in our St Paul community. Merry Christmas!
Submitted by Leila Mattner

INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 5 Woodward

From the Principal
FINAL WEEK OF TERM FOUR

I feel incredibly blessed to have been part of the St
Paul community this year. To see our parents, staff
and students, and wider community members from
the church and beyond, working together to support
and encourage one another has been inspiring. Thank
you to all of the families who make up our wonderful
community. I pray that you enjoy some special time
with your loved ones this summer, and enjoy a safe and
blessed Christmas.
Like all school years, there have been highlights and
challenges (perhaps more challenges than most years),
tears and laughter and hellos and goodbyes. In the past
weeks, we have also been busy preparing for the end of
year and for 2021.
Because we are unable to have our usual format of
End of Year Service, we will hold a closing worship for
students at school at 2pm on Wednesday, 9 December.
This will also be an opportunity for our students to
farewell three long-serving staff members: Mrs Chris
Semmler, Mr Kym Mickan, and Mrs Jen Krieg. We will be
filming this service and making it available to families via
Seesaw. Our EOYS will be streamed via our Facebook
page. Our Graduation Service will be held outdoors at
7:45pm for Year 6 students and families only.
STAFFING NEWS

We congratulate Katie Jeffery and her family, Lincoln,
Gracie and Louie, on the arrival of August Henry. August
was very keen to meet his family on Saturday afternoon
(Katie was teaching on Friday!) and arrived at 3.7kg and
52cm. Blessings to the Jeffery family as they welcome
August to their family during the Christmas season!
I have shared before that Natalie Broome will be taking
maternity leave early in 2021. To ensure a smooth
transition, we have appointed Jo Wilson to the position

of Registrar and Leadership Support for 2021. In
addition, we have appointed Tammy Richter to the
position of LSO: Education, working in the classroom
with our Year 1 students. We are excited to have Jo
supporting us in the administration team next year, and
Tammy bringing her speech therapy background to the
classroom.
Leila Mattner| Principal

Birthdays

Quintin Phan
Daniel Jafari
Isabella Venning
Cameron Morris
Nathan Gebremedhin
Zach Andreou
Oscar Shivarev
Ryder Ward
Sophie Zhang
Evie Madigan
Oliver An
Jayden Tabuena
Jessica Deane
Remkuk Hlawn Ching
Beejay Henderson

Nithin Siddheswaran
Danica Paltridge
Zara Wilkie
Emmet Fay
Jordana Philpot
Alex Andreou
Natasha Smith
Naitik Panjeta
Seerat Sandhu
Zane Wilkinson
Kage Yim
Mitchell Kalisch
Mya Spackman
Hunter Macaskill

From the Deputy Principal

As the year draws to a close I would like to acknowledge
the work of the teachers and staff at St Paul. This year
has challenged and tested us all, but the passion of
staff to put students first remained steadfast. Over the
course of the year their commitment to the vision and
values of St Paul was truly humbling and selfless. I give
thanks for their work.
This evening staff gather to celebrate with our Year
6 families on the courts; a very different end of year
service. Our Year 6 students have adjusted this year
without complaint to the format of festivities under
strict restrictions. It was a joy to see them dance and

celebrate together last week at the first ever Graduation
Disco. Tonight, they take centre stage one final time as
primary school students. Please keep these students
in your prayers as they take their next steps in their
education and development.

Jemma Gillard (Year 6)- front cover

To all our families, I hope you have Merry Christmas
with those you love, and enjoy some rest and relaxation
as we head towards a new year.
STUDENT LEADERS

At our Presentation Assembly last week we announced
our student leaders for the 2021 school year.
Congratulations to the following students
School Captains
Henry Reid and Thinara Hatangala

Community Leaders
Nantu – Madison Schembri, Stephanie Beech, Archie
Little
Kadli – Alyssa Hamilton, Bolt Nguyen, Oliver Carr
Kardi – Gurmehar Kaur, Thomas Pile, Emily Haynes
Kurraka – Marta Novokovic, Jaslynn Kharoud, Gemma
Macdonald
Yaltu – Eliza Bearman, Marvy Awad, Biak Hlawn Ching

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
MAGAZINE 2020

The 2020 Magazine has been delivered to families this
week. Congratulations to the following students who
designed the front and back cover:

Nino Lamari (Year 2)- back cover

CHRISTMAS CARD DESIGN WINNERS 2020

Alexi Heinrich (Year 3)

The winners of the 2020 Christmas Cards designs
were announced at last week’s Presentation Assembly.
Congratulations to the following students:
Marley Parish (Year 5)

Alyssa Hamilton (Year 5)

Henry-Lee Fyffe-Howard (Year 2)

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News

LUTHERAN CARE CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

AUSTRALIAN WORLD LUTHERAN SERVICE – GIFTS OF
GRACE

This term the Year One students crafted, illustrated and
published their poetry in our compilation book:
The Future of Incredible Poets
We sold over 70 books to the
Year One families and raised
$240! The children have voted
on which Gifts of Grace they
would like to purchase for
those living with less than us.
Together, they chose:

1 x Learning Kit
1 x COVID Clinic Kit
1 x Senior care
2 x COVID clean of water tanks
2 x Baby Strong kits
2 x Clothing kits
3 x 1 Year supply of school lunches and clean water for
one child
3 x 3 Hot lunches per day for 5 days for refugees
4 x Tree Saplings

We thank all those involved in this process, including
our wonderful LSO’s Jo Wilson and Beth Madigan for
putting these books together.
Stacey Baldock, Carly Lethborg|Year One
Classroom Teachers

I would like to thank the SRC for organising the
Christmas Hampers to help needy families in the
community this Christmas. The SRC members and
some friends did an amazing job at decorating the
boxes so they look appealing and exciting for when
people receive them. There will be big smiles on their
faces, I am sure! Thank you also to all those families
who made donations to the classroom hampers, we
really appreciate your support. I would also like to
thank Ian Voigt who helped me deliver the hampers to
Lutheran Community Care.
Have a blessed and relaxing Christmas,
Rachael Saint|SRC Coordinator

OUR VISION:

OUR VALUES:

Church News

God’s Word

SERVICES AT ST PAUL IN THE COMING WEEKS

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence

This Sunday Traditional Service 8.30am and Family Contemporary at 10am.
All Welcome.
With the potential easing of restrictions in the next week or so, please look
out for changes via our Church Facebook Page

1 Corinthians 10:31

The Certainty of Christmas Children’s Service - a relaxed family Service
on Sunday 20 December at 10am.

Respect

Christmas Eve Service at 7pm.

Luke 6:31

Christmas Day Service 9.30am.

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

PROUD MEMBER OF:

Please note due to restrictions there is a Trybooking link to use to book in
for Christmas Eve. As restrictions are lifted, more tickets will be released.
https://www.trybooking.com/BMWQF
SMW WINE FUNDRAISER

As it is nearing Christmas, you might be seeking a wine bargain for your
celebrations and festivities. With the help of Wine Direct, you can buy
wines below RRP and raise funds for our School Ministry Worker at the
same time. An order form for individual wines is available upon email
request (as an email attachment). Please email lvenning@stpaul-church.
org.au for your order form. Or on-line at: https://www.winedirect.com.au/
wine-fundraiser/?group=StPaulFundraiser
Make sure you get in quick, orders must be made by Christmas Eve.
A MESSAGE FROM ST PAUL

May the spirit of Christmas bring you peace, the gladness of Christmas give
you hope, the warmth of Christmas grant you love. From all of us at St Paul
Church to our School Community, we send you peace, love and blessings
for a wonderful and safe Christmas, school break and New Year.
GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight
in the desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
St Paul Lutheran School
44 Audrey Avenue
Blair Athol SA 5084
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

God our Saviour, thank you for this food and all who prepared it.
Help us to prepare the way for you.
Amen.

Lions Christmas Cakes
and Puddings
1.5kg Traditional Christmas Cake
$17.00
1 kg Traditional Christmas Cake
$13.00
Traditional Christmas Pudding
$13.00
Available from the office…(Eftpos Only)

