VOL 22 ISSUE 1, 22 JULY 2020

Upcoming Events

Whistling Kites

TERM 3, WEEK 1

I spent a week camping in Katarapko National Park during the term break,
in a fabulous spot with a view of the river and cliffs. Sitting quietly, I was
able to watch a pair of whistling kites circling above the river hunting for
fish. They would regularly land in a tree close by, and communicate with
their whistle sound. Even if I could only see one of the pair, I could hear
the reply of the other kite from afar. I watched as one dove to the water
and returned with a fish in it’s talons. The whistling and chatter between
the two birds after this changed to a more urgent sound. It almost seemed
as though they were sharing in the excitement. (I don’t claim to know a
lot about these birds – they could have been warning one another to stay
away!)

MON 20 JULY
• Term 3 Commences

THU 23 JULY
• School Tour PM

WEEK 3
TUE 4 AUGUST
• Sports Team Photos

WED 5 AUGUST
• Scholastic Book Club Orders close

THU 6 AUGUST
• Year 4 to Endeavour

FRI 7 AUGUST
• Student Reports Online

WEEK 4
FRI 14 AUGUST
• Community Time

The pelicans made a deep strange sound as they fished the river, and the
rosellas seemed to hold a conversation in chirpy mumbles in the trees
above me each morning and evening. Because I was alone for large parts
of the day while my friend was working, I was able to hear many special
‘conversations’ between wildlife that I wouldn’t have heard if I didn’t sit in
stillness and quiet.
As I consider this is light of scripture, I am reminded of Jesus’ regular times
alone, in quiet:
After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray.
Matthew 14:23
I’m reminded to slow down every now and then (I know I can’t manage that
all the time) and spend time listening to who, or what is important: The
birds in a park, my children and their needs and wants and wonderings,
and God’s voice, assuring me that I am loved, and that his creation is good.

Submitted by Leila Mattner

INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Yr 1 Baldock

From the Principal
WELCOME TO TERM 3

It was wonderful to see so many students returning,
and to be able to have parents walking into the school
with their children on Monday morning. I know many of
you are choosing to maintain a student drop-off at the
gate and we continue to support that also and thank
you for assisting with social distancing for adults. An
update email with our COVID-19 procedures was sent
to all families last week. Please ask our administration
staff if you have any questions or if you would like
another copy sent. In addition, please continue to check
Inspire each week for any updates.
NEW ST PAUL PHONE SYSTEM

We are using a new phone system at St Paul. This
system gives us more lines, and gives access to more
phones throughout the school for student and staff
safety. This means that when we call you, you may
not recognise the school number. Please be mindful
that calls may come to you from the school from
additional phone lines from this point forward. If you
do not answer, we will always leave a message where
appropriate.
CONCERT AND WAKAKIRRI

Concert this year will be a little different to ensure that
we can go ahead even if restrictions are in place. We
will be unable to have a complete audience in the hall.
Each class will have a specified day to perform their
item to a limited number of parents. More information
for booking will follow, however the following dates
have been set aside:
•

3 Fyffe, 1 Lethborg 1/9

Wakakirri has been cancelled for 2020, however Mrs
Janetzki and the Wakakirri team have been planning
the ‘St Paul Spectacular.’ More information will follow
to Year 5 and 6 families very soon. This will also be
filmed to allow a wider audience to see our student
performances regardless of restrictions.
BOOKWEEK

Book week has new dates of 16 to 23 October, with our
dress-up day occurring on Friday 23 October.
YEAR 3, 4, 5 CAMP EXPERIENCE

Our camps for 2020 have been sidelined due to
COVID-19. We have planned a long day trip experience
for each of our Year 3, 4 and 5 students at a different
venue, with camp-like events in an outdoor setting.
Classes will receive more information about this close
to the dates:
Year 3: Monday 30 November
Year 4: Wednesday 2 December
Year 5: Tuesday 1 December
YEAR 6 CAMP

At this stage, our Year 6 camp is still scheduled for
Monday 19 to Wednesday 21 October, however we
are awaiting confirmation from the campsite manager
that they will be able to go ahead. Should this camp be
cancelled, we will arrange another special experience
for our Year 6 students.
SPORTS DAY ‘SAVE THE DATES’

We have set two dates for sports day. Our preference is
to have a full school Sports Day on Friday 6 November.
However, we have also set aside Thursday 5 November.
Should restrictions not allow a full school Sports Day
on Friday, our Junior students (R-2) will have a separate
sports event on Thursday. We will make a decision
closer to the date.

• 2 Tew/Saint, 3 Fisher 2/9

Leila Mattner|Principal

• 2 Voigt, 4 Mueller 3/9

Students celebrating birthdays
this week

• 2 Sheridan/Jeffery, 3 Arnold 7/9
• 1 Baldock, 4 McMahon 8/9
The concert will be filmed in its entirety on: Wednesday
9 and Thursday 10 September. The film will be made
available to all families.

Paige Pappin		
William Vu		
Maksym Fedojuk

Cooper Heading
Madeline Brown
Archie Webb

From the Deputy Principal
REPORTS

Student reports will be available to parents on Friday of
Week 3, August 7. Reports will be in their usual midyear format but printed copies will no longer be sent
home. Copies of reports will be available on the St Paul
Lutheran School App to all families at the same time, or
via the St Paul Parent Portal which can be found under
the ‘Contact Us’ tab on the school website. All families
will receive a link to reset their Portal/App password
next week to ensure access to reports. If you have any
issues with the app or require any assistance, please
contact a member of the Admin team.
Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
BUILDING RESILIENCE IN OUR KIDS

In our current climate, building resilience in our
children is more important than ever. As part of the
Professional Development week, St Paul staff had the
opportunity for a 1-day Spiritual Retreat. This was an
opportunity to reflect and rest on God’s word. In the
busyness of day to day life, it can often be hard to just
stop. He desires for us to rest because it does not
come naturally to us. To rest we have to trust that God
will take care of things. We have to trust that, if we take
a day off, the world will not stop turning on its axis (I
know that’s easier said than done!)
Modelling different ways to ‘rest’ is really important for
our children and how that looks can be very different
for everyone: mindfulness colouring, reading, taking a
walk etc. Taking time to mediate in scripture is another
way I am able to take time out throughout my day. The
following Bible passages speak about the importance of
rest:
• Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest. Matthew 11:28
• Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. 1
Peter 5:7
And of course, in Genesis when God created the world,
He dedicated the seventh day to rest. This is one of the

most familiar stories from the Bible. I encourage you
to talk to your child about the importance of rest as we
begin this new term.
CANTEEN ORDERING SYSTEM- QKR!

Beginning from Term 3, families will
be able to use the app Qkr! when
ordering from the canteen. Qkr! is the
convenient mobile phone payment
app designed for Australian schools.
Online Qkr! orders must be placed by
9.00am (or even the night before) with separate orders
for each child. Attached to this week’s Inspire are
instructions of how to download the app. If you have
any questions, please speak with an administration
team member.
MEDICAL ALERTS

During the school holiday break, our office team had
training for our student management system- PC
School. Please note that you will now receive an email
alert if your child is administered medication, needs an
icepack or requires any other medical attention. You
will still receive a phone call if your child has had a head
injury or any other serious injury.
SPORTS TEAM PHOTOS

All students will need to wear sports uniform,
regardless of whether or not they play a team sport, on
Tuesday 4 August (Week 3) to allow for Sports teams
and SAPSASA photos to be taken.
CONNECTED SCHOOLS ART WORKSHOP

On Thursday August 6, our Year 4 students and
teachers will have the opportunity to participate in
various Art workshops at Endeavour College. This is a
wonderful way to build community and become familiar
with the facilities at Endeavour College.
Please check out their website https://www.endeavour.
sa.edu.au/ and our Connected Schools website http://
www.connectedschools.com.au/
Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News

From our Community Chaplain

TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SALE OF SECOND
HAND UNIFORMS

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL!

There is a lodgement form to fill out and sign when
dropping your uniforms into the Uniform Shop. This is
available via the front office.
• Please ensure that all garments are freshly
laundered, ironed and pockets are empty.
• We will not accept any garments that are very thin,
frayed, worn, or with stains, tears, holes or with obvious
repairs.
• The Uniform Shop Manager reserves the right to
dispose of any garments considered unsuitable for sale.
The Uniform Shop will determine a selling price for all
goods.
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB

The closing date for Issue 5 Scholastic Book Club order
is Wednesday 5 August. Orders can be placed online by
going to www.scholastic.com.au
LIBRARY BORROWING

There are lots of opportunities for students to borrow
from our school library. Classes visit the library every
week to borrow books, but students can also come
before and after school or during morning break.
When students borrow a book they can have it for two
weeks. I am always happy to extend a loan if a student
needs the book longer – they just need to let me know.
Students in Reception to Year 3 need to have a library
bag to be able to borrow. This helps to protect the
books and ensures they get home safely. A library bag
can be any type of bag – a plastic shopping bag, an LLL
calico bag or a handmade bag made specially for the
child. Students in Years 4 – 6 do not require a library
bag but they are welcome to continue using one.
Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

The holidays can be an extreme change in routine for
us and for our families. The idea, and dare I say it, the
reality, of school holidays evoke a myriad of different
feelings for different people. I am always, always looking
forward to the school holidays - days at home with the
kids and an attitude of “I am going to get all this ‘stuff’
done, we will have many peaceful as well as productive
days, and many fun times together” … and so on.
Sound familiar? Well, I definitely still do look forward to
holidays, but experience has taught me that holidays
aren’t always the super peaceful, lovely languid days of
harmony between adults and children on school break
– not every single moment anyway.
In between the wonderful times, there can be many
frustrations, arguments and complaining. That is often
life with children. Busy and messy and sometimes
stressful. We are human beings and we can’t always be
calm. This article caught my attention because it really
is normal to feel frustrated and it is good to think about
how to deal with those difficult moments.
L R Knost, award-winning author of many gentle
parenting books, says, “When little people are
overwhelmed by big emotions, it’s our job to share
our calm, not join their chaos.” This isn’t always simple,
easy or something we might always do, but it could be
something we work toward.
In the article there are strategies to help us in those
big moments: Psychologist Collett Smart’s strategies
include:
• Know your triggers
• Remember they are only being children
• Find a better time
• Take a break
• Ignore the judgements
• Do more good than bad
• Make a note
• Talk to someone
Collett goes on to list ways we can get our children to
really listen, as often we yell because we find our child
isn’t listening to us:

OUR VISION:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

PROUD MEMBER OF:

• Getting down to your child’s level

•
•
•
•
•

Touching them quietly on the arm
Looking at them in the eyes
Asking them to look at you
Speaking in a low calm voice
Switching off any device that is an added distraction
• Sitting near your child (so they know they are safe) but not intervening
until they have begun to settle
• Giving your child some space. If you know they are safe but they (and
you) settle better on their own, you could walk out of the room and say, “I’ll
be just here next door when you are ready.”
• Always hug and make things right as soon as your child is ready
To read the full article o to: www.mumsatthetable.com/why-you-shouldstop-yelling-at-your-kids
Have a really wonderful term ahead. If anyone would like extra support at
this time, please email Louise Venning, Community Chaplain, lvenning@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Church News
CHURCH IS BACK!

Church at St Paul is on again with our two services at 8.30am and 10.00am.
People need to sign in on arrival showing their attendance for contact
tracing requirements. Tea and coffee will not be offered after our services
until further notice. All Welcome.
SPY TO START AGAIN IN TERM 3

Plans are underway to resume our St Paul Youth for children in Year 6-8,
on Friday 7 August 7.00-9.00pm. More details to follow soon. God bless
Nicole, Renate and Ebony.
DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2020-21

Digital Entertainment Books for 2020-21 are now available online. If you are
renewing or buying for the first time, please consider nominating St Paul
Lutheran Church to support us in our fundraising for ongoing maintenance
of the Church building and our School Ministry Worker Project.
Purchase a digital book for $69.99 at https://www.entertainment.com.au/
orderbooks/163x152
St Paul Lutheran School
44 Audrey Avenue
Blair Athol SA 5084
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK

God’s spirit doesn’t make us slaves who are afraid of him. Instead, we
become his children and call him Father. Romans 8:15

