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Upcoming Events
TERM THREE, WEEK 2
THUR 29 JULY
• School Tour 6:15pm
WEEK 3
TUES 3 AUGUST
• Sports Team Photos
WEEK 4
THUR 12 AUGUST
• Wakkakiri
WEEK 5
THUR 19 AUGUST
• 9:30am School Tour
WEEK 6
MON 23 - FRI 27 AUGUST
• Book Week

Our Neighbours
Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV)
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind’. This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
It seems that the default position for some people during the pandemic is,
‘what about me? What about my rights? This is my toilet paper!’
Children are hearing and seeing self-centred behaviour at the moment in
some aspects of society. So how do we help them to “love your neighbour
as yourself”? What an incredibly difficult challenge to ask a child to live up
to.
Of course, Jesus didn’t say, “Love your friends and family”. He didn’t say
“don’t hate without good reason”. Jesus also didn’t just stop at “Love your
neighbour”. He clearly stated, “Love your neighbour as yourself”. That
doesn’t mean look after yourself first, then, if you can, help your neighbour.
It means that you prioritise your neighbour’s needs as you do your own.
If this is something that we all struggle with, particularly when the
pandemic hits the fan, how then do we teach this to children? If we can
meet the challenge to love our neighbours as ourselves, and drive away
selfishness, intolerance and hate, we have the potential to reveal to all
who witness our actions and attitudes, the true meaning of the message of
Christ.
Submitted by Jason Fay

INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 2 Voigt

From the Acting Principal
As we return from lockdown, it’s easy to take for
granted some of the challenges we have already
overcome. In particular I think the work of teachers
should be acknowledged as the full gravity of
their response to moving online again is hard to
comprehend. Within an incredibly short space of time
they moved their (mostly completely reworked) learning
program online. With dozens of students relying on
their sense of calm, feedback and support and families
looking for assurance, guidance and tech support,
our teachers rose to challenge whilst dealing with the
impact of Covid-19 on their own lives. There is no doubt
that the teachers of St Paul are experts at putting the
needs of students first.
It is easy though to allow anxiety and fear about the
impact on learning simmer under the surface. Let us
again reassure you that your child’s academic progress
is not being hindered. Teachers are just as concerned
that out of school time and life has been affected for
students. Sport and extended family time will hopefully
return to some degree soon and this will assist with a
sense of routine.
For students and families that have reconnected with
the simpler things there is a valuable lesson. With
more indoor time of late, you may have experienced
more reading time, baking, cubby building and board
games as a family than you would have if school life
was normal. Recreating childhood play experiences
cannot be a bad thing. Maybe we can hold on to these
experiences when all of the routine returns.
For our entire school community it is important to us
that our students continue to maintain connection
with their friends and teachers, and that you, as
parents and caregivers know that a place at the St Paul
Lutheran School community is not in jeopardy due to
the pandemic. We have a team of staff and volunteers
ready and willing to help you with any additional needs.
Do not be afraid to reach out.

STAFF NEWS

Congratulations to Claire Sheridan and husband Tom
on the arrival of a beautiful girl, Luna. Luna Adeline
Elizabeth Sheridan arrived on July 23rd weighing 3.4kg.
All are well and happily at home. Many blessings to
Claire, Tom, Bowie and Bambi as they begin their family
life together.

FACE TO FACE LEARNING

During lockdown, students at school continued to
learn in supervised Community groups, as we provided
online learning for students both at school and at
home. It will be great to see the majority of students
back at school this week. With some families still
isolating or unable to return to school we will be in
touch to discuss options for home learning, as with
almost full attendance, teachers will be unavailable
during the day.
An important distinction to make, is the difference
between a normal sick day, and isolation/quarantine. If
your child is home sick with gastro or other short term
type illnesses etc. online learning will not be provided.
Materials will only be provided for longer term Covid
related absences.

ACCESS TO SCHOOL BUILDINGS

Please continue to drop students off at gates or
external doors and use kiss and drop as much as
possible. Afternoon pick up will continue until 3.45pm.
Between 3.30 and 3.45pm there will be a smaller queue
so please consider this when picking up. Please ring
before visiting the school office if you are unsure of the
necessity of a visit. When you do enter the school for an
essential visit, as expected by SA Health, masks should
be worn.
UPCOMING EVENTS

We are currently waiting or more information or
reviewing upcoming events. Wakakirri, Book Week and
School Concert are all planned for Term 3 and their
final format will be dependent on density requirements
and directives from the government. We will keep you
informed as more is known.
Assemblies and Chapel will not be celebrated as a
whole school for the foreseeable future. Classes will
celebrate these individually with leaders providing
internal livestreams or resources. Where possible,
these will be shared with the wider community.
Jason Fay |Acting Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
SPORT TEAM PHOTOS

Next Tuesday 3 August, we will be taking our Sports
Team photos. Please ensure your child is wearing their
Sports Uniform on this day. Thanks!
GRATITUDE AND CONNECTION

Over the week, it has been amazing to see our students
at school working together in their communities
supporting each other and connecting. I am super
thankful for our staff at St Paul who are continually
finding innovative ways to maintain a sense of
belonging and connection for our students in these
uncertain times. The research behind practising
gratitude is extraordinary. It allows us to experience

more positive emotions, reflecting of the good stuff in
our lives and, over time, can actually reduce anxiety.
Gratitude is paying attention to the things you do have
and not worry about the things you don’t have. Many
of our children spend time recording three things that
went well for them that day. Some ideas of how you
could do that is:
•Write a list of the people you are grateful for, and
better yet, write them a letter or call them and tell
them.
•Create a family gratitude jar: fill it with notes of events
from the day where you (or family members) have felt
grateful. When it’s full, spend time together reading
them out!
•Go for a walk and share with someone the things you
are grateful for.
Many of our Teaching Assistants and some of our
teachers supported our children at school over the past
week. Read what they had to say:
I loved seeing some of the older children helping and
working and playing with the younger ones. I also loved
seeing the kids adapting and modifying activities so that
mixed groups could participate. Miss Ziegeler
It was a great opportunity to see past students and
how they had grown, academically and figuratively since
their time in Junior Primary. Mr Sheedy
I was delighted with the creativity that was on offer
during home learning, clearly the St Paul Family Teams
nurture fantastic ideas and collaborations. Mr Mayer
Over the last week I have enjoyed getting to know some
of the students better. I especially loved seeing the
Receptions and Year 1s working so well together. Mrs
Helps
Home learning can be challenging for teachers,
families and students. It was so wonderful to see
our community coming together in a difficult time to
support each other. It was very special to watch all the
different year levels working and playing together at

school and helping each other through their learning
challenges! Miss Bartlett
Some of our teachers wanted to share the following
about how the children in their class have engaged with
home learning:
The best part of home learning has been laughing at
the jokes shared amongst our class! I have also loved
seeing how creative everyone has been in making their
learning FUN at home. I’m so proud of the resilience
and connection I’ve been lucky enough to witness in 4
Lethborg. Miss Lethborg
Each day was brightened by seeing the students’
creativity, resourcefulness and fun which they shared
with our learning community. I’m so proud of how they
communicated and participated with the home learning
activities! Miss Nicholls
Without fail, every day the children’s responses and
effort put a huge smile on my face!! Mrs Voigt
Thank you children and parents for the wonderful effort
and positive attitude you brought to this challenging
time. It was really special to feel such a strong sense
of community throughout the lockdown, even when
we had to communicate from behind screens. Miss
Bakewell
I was very proud of how the children engaged at home.
They were so creative and I enjoyed seeing photos of
them and what they were up to each day. Mrs Tew
A silver lining to the lockdown was seeing how creative
and happy my students were. The regular updates keep
a smile on my face. Mr Sheedy
It’s been wonderful to see the enthusiasm and
determination shown by my year 1 children and their
families during this challenging time. To see my fishies
full of wonder, positivity and playfulness made this
week somewhat easier to manage from a distance. Miss
Fisher
I am proud of how my Year 3s engaged in home
learning with creativity, independence and with an

inquiry mindset. Miss Burgan
I was so proud of the way the Year 3s learned to engage
on their iPads for the first time. It was so lovely to see
their dedication to sharing even more work than they
needed to. Miss Baldock
Carly Bergen | Wellbeing Leader

From the Education Admin Leader
It is wonderful to be back together! Welcoming our
children back to school this morning was a joy. It was
great to see all the excitement from the children and
their smiling faces as they returned back to school after
home learning.
Here are some comments from our learners about
what they enjoyed about learning from home and what
they are looking forward to the most now that we are
back at school:
At home I liked playing games with my whole family.
My parents helped me do my homework and I did
coordination with my baby brother. Ethan Reception
Gracey
It was fun being able to stay in my pyjamas for home
learning but I’m enjoying being back in my class where I
can’t be annoyed by my two cats! Isabella 5 Mattner
I was at school for some of the online learning and I
liked having the extra materials and things to work with
here at school. I’m mostly looking forward to seeing
my friends and having the lockdown being over. Finn
Seniors
I got lots done at home during home learning and I got
to stay in my pyjamas and Oodie all day. Now that I’m
back I am enjoying seeing my friends. Abby Seniors
For home learning I liked writing and making a soccer
ball and doing tricks with it. I like being back at school
because I can see my friends. Chelsea 2 Tew/Miegel
There were a few things that were better and a few

things that were worse when we were learning from
home. I couldn’t see my friends but I could play on my
Ipad a bit more. Now that I’m back, I like seeing my
friends. Felix 3 Burgan

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY

I enjoyed spending time with my family and not having
such set times but I like being back to see my friends.
Paige 4 Lethborg

Our host classes for Term 3 are:
Week 2 (30/8) Year German
Week 3 (6/9) Year 3 Fyffe
Week 4 (Wakakirri Week) No Assembly
Week 5 (20/8) Reception Gracey
Week 6 (27/8) Book Week Assembly
Weeks 7 - 10 No Assembly

I liked making my ninja warrior course the most for PE.
Now that we’re back, I like seeing my friends. Hugh 4
Woodward

At this stage we will not be taking bookings for
Assemblies. Assemblies will be shared with children
online in classroom groups.

I liked doing book making at home and I like doing
Maths at school, it’s fun. Hir 1 Fisher

Jessica Robinson | Education Administration Leader

At home I liked doing colouring sheets. At school I’m
looking forward to checking on my plant, it’s a broad
bean. Mosab 2 Tew/ Miegel

General News

Thank you to everyone for supporting the children’s
learning at school and from home. We are thankful for
all your efforts to keep our children engaged, safe and
having fun.
WEDNESDAY CHAPEL

This Term our focus is learning about Theophanies in
the Old Testament as introduced by Mr Fay in Week 1
Chapel on The Garden of Eden.
Term 3 Chapels will be led by:
Week 3 (4/8) Year 3 Burgan The Birth of Moses
Week 4 (11/8) Year 1 Fisher Moses Flees Egypt to
Midian
Week 5 (18/8) Pastor Matt The Burning Bush and signs
of God
Week 6 (25/8) Miss Bartlett The Plagues of Egypt Part 1
Week 7 (1/9) Year 4 Woodward The Plagues of Egypt
Part 2
Week 8 (8/9) Seniors Exodus and parting the Red Sea
Week 9 (15/9) Endeavour Chaplain- Eve Mount Sinai
and the Ten Commandments
Week 10 (24/9) Pastor Matt Bishop Gratitude for God.
At this stage we will not be taking bookings for Chapels.
We will communicate when we are able to invite
families back to these events. All bookings are currently
on hold. Chapels will be shared with children online in
classroom groups.

AFTER SCHOOL SPORT

Hello After School Sports Families, welcome back to
school! I hope you all got a chance to watch and cheer
on our talented Aussies at the Olympics while at home!
A quick note to let you know that after school sport
training will recommence in Week 3. Games are
currently set to resume in Week 4, pending restrictions.
Please keep an eye on your emails for further details or
any changes. If you have any questions, please reach
out to me at kbartlett@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
Karly Bartlett | Sports Coordinator
CONSTRUCTION OF TOILET BLOCK – UPDATE

Over the mid-year break we saw some progress on
the new toilet block. The underground plumbing is
complete and the concrete slab has been poured.
The timber framing will be going up next week and
the structure will really start to take shape. The safety
fencing will remain in place until the project is complete
and staff on duty will be watching carefully, but we ask
for your continued support in reminding your children
to keep a safe distance from the construction zone
Michael Kroon | Buisness Leader

OUR VISION:

OUR VALUES:

STUDENTS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

God’s Word

Avijot Kharoud 9 years old

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance

Carter Munchenberg 9 years old
Hasianna Burfitt 10 years old

Romans 15:7

Averlie Trezise 8 years old

Excellence

Benji Le 10 years old

1 Corinthians 10:31

Chloe Duke 11 years old

Respect

Malachi Waldon 9 years old

Luke 6:31

Imogen Jacobs 6 years old

Compassion

Reza Alizada 8 years old

1 John 3:18

Bailey Munchenberg 7 years old

Hope

Alonzo Nhim 6 years old

Titus 3:7

Amariah Wilson 13 years old

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

PROUD MEMBER OF:

Church News
MINISTRIES @ ST PAUL

With the announcement of Tier 4 restrictions, it is promising that worship
will resume at St Paul this weekend albeit with no singing and masks. At
time of this publication, this is not confirmed. If you are wanting to worship
this weekend we encourage you to contact the Church Office later this
week or watch the St Paul Blair Athol Church website for up to date details.
Our office will be unattended but if you need pastoral support feel free to
contact us by email at office@stpaul-church.org.au or leave a brief message
on 8262 4690.
PASTY BAKE

Sadly the Pasty Bake for this week is now cancelled due to the Lockdown.
We hope that we are able to resume baking for our NEXT BAKE : August
5th.
GROWING FAITH AT HOME – MEMORY VERSE

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never
be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
St Paul Lutheran School
44 Audrey Avenue
Blair Athol SA 5084
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

JOHN 6:35
MEALTIME PRAYER

Jesus, bread of life, feed us, body and soul. Jesus, bread from heaven, come
and make us whole. Amen

