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Upcoming Events
WEEK 9
WED 24 MARCH
• School Tour at 6:15pm

FRI 26 MARCH
• Sports Day

WEEK 10
MON 29 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

FRI 2 APRIL
• Good Friday Public Holiday

WEEK 11
MON 5 APRIL
• Easter Monday Public Holiday

THU 8 APRIL
• Parent Teacher Interviews - Evening
• Term 1 Concludes for Students

FRI 9 APRIL
• Parent Teacher Interviews - Day
• Pupil Free Day

Running the race to the end
Sports Day is an exciting event in the life of our school. There are many
weeks of preparation in the lead up to the big event. There are individual
events being honed in PE classes and sprints and long distance heats are
held. It doesn’t just happen all in one day.
Long distance running is generally tough for most people. It is hard to
do without giving up when we get tired, and yet yesterday our Year 1-6
students gave it all they had to keep going until the very end. We could
see the determination and effort shown when these students had the
opportunity to compete over a challenging distance. A true test of fitness
yes, but also perseverance and belief.
How did Jesus run his race with such endurance? How did he finish so
strong? His race was marked with suffering and with pain, but he never
considered giving up. He understood that his Father didn’t send him to
Earth to just start his race, but to finish it and to win the prize.
Jesus began and finished the race that we are on. He has already run and
successfully finished this race. He is at the finish line cheering us on and
waiting for us to finish. He has won so we might not give up but endure to
the end and receive the crown of life.
So, we look to Jesus as we run our race of faith knowing that the one who
overcame and won, will also help us overcome and finish our race.
“I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” 2 Timothy 4:7

WEEK 1, TERM 2
MON 26 APRIL
• Anzac Day Public Holiday

TUE 27 APRIL
• Term 2 Commences

Submitted by Louise Venning

INSPIRE photos featured this week:

RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN

• Year 3 Fyffe

Some time ago, a group of dedicated parents and
staff worked together with a Connected Schools
working group to create a Reconciliation Action Plan
Vision Statement. Whilst last year was a bit difficult
to get together, the process has been continuing this
year, with a series of meetings and events set with
Connected Schools. Each school is working to create
their own action plan under the vision statement as a
collective. Our staff members who are working on our
RAP are:

From the Principal
HARMONY DAY

Our SRC students planned some fabulous whole
school activities for our Harmony Day celebrations last
week. Photos of the scavenger hunt and the art piece
are included in this week’s Inspire. Thank you to our
Student Representative council for their commitment in
planning and coordinating these events, along with Miss
McMahon and Miss Bergen for their support.
STAFFING NEWS

Congratulations to Mrs Claire Sheridan and husband
Tom, who are expecting a child in the middle of the
year, a sibling for Bowie and Bambi. Blessings to the
family for this exciting time!
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

Thank you to the parents who participated in our recent
community conversations about developing community
at St Paul. These sessions are a great chance for me to
talk through ideas and issues with parents so please
consider joining in with some more conversations next
term. Keep an eye on Inspire for session details.

• Leila Mattner (co-chair)
• Danielle Nak (co-chair)
• Henry Sheedy
• Tania Burgan
• Nicole Tew
More information will be shared with families through
the process. If you would like to be involved, please
contact me or Danielle Nak. Even if you are busy, we
can include you as part of our support network for
ideas and input so that you don’t have to make every
meeting.
Leila Mattner |Principal

SWIMMING AND WATER SAFETY REVIEW

Thank you to the parents who have responded to
my request for information about the Water Safety
Program. As we continue to plan for the best way for
our children to learn water safety in particular year
levels, I’d like to hear from families about how this is
learned by your own children. How much do you as
families rely on the week of swimming that we provide
as part of your child’s water safety education? What
other activities do you as a family do outside of school
(eg weekly swimming lessons, vacation swimming
programs)? Please send any information that you are
willing to provide to Jo Wilson: jwilson@stpaulba.sa.edu.
au. Any feedback that you can provide will help us to
plan for effective learning for the PE curriculum.

From the Deputy Principal
MORNING DROP OFF

In the interest of school security, the driveway gates
will not be opened until approximately 8.00am each
morning. We are aware that at times students are
dropped off early and wait outside of their classrooms,
using these gates to access the school. Please note that
there is no supervision of students prior to 8.30am.
Students who are unsupervised on site prior to this
time will be brought to SPLASH.

FIRST PRINCIPLES: TEACHING AND LEARNING

How would you describe the teaching and learning
experience of your primary school years? Do you see
your child experience school differently? Given that the
world is a vastly different place to what it was even just
15 years ago (there may already be children at school
who will never need to learn to drive!) your child’s
school experience should be poles apart to your own.
But all through history the ‘world’ children have grown
up in has evolved significantly and yet education has
made incremental modifications. On closer inspection
most of these adjustments have revolved around
resources or technology.
But if we take the first principles approach to reflecting
on how children learn, how true has education stayed
to the fundamentals of learning? In other words what
are the natural processes of learning that inherent in
children that are sometimes ignored by ‘education’?
Lev Vygotsky was an early 20th Century psychologist
who theorised that children learn through interaction.
Vygotsky’s theory is that learning is an inherent,
social process in which interaction with people and
environments are as crucial as any other factor. The
key word here is interaction, suggesting a relationship
between the learner and the factors involved in
learning; content, environment, stimulus, teacher, fun
etc.
The role of the school cannot just be what it was
before. For many, the mentality of the past made
learning a chore. Today, we should be inspiring children
to find a passion for and a love of learning. Take reading
for example. We all know how to read. We were taught
at school. But how many of us developed a passion and
a love of books? And how dependent is this answer on
Vygotsky’s theory? I’m willing to bet if you had an English
teacher who you could relate to, who allowed you to
explore books that appealed to you and mentored you
along the way, you fell in love with books. But if you
were forced to read books chosen by the teacher, in
confronting, sterile environments, you may have had to
overcome a preconceived notion of books to find the
joy of reading.

Skills can be taught and knowledge can be developed,
but it doesn’t necessarily make a child a learner.
Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
SPORTS DAY

Information regarding Sports Day has been emailed
to all families. A reminder that Sports Day will begin
promptly at 8.45am and conclude at 1.30pm on Friday
the 26 March. Students remaining at school after
1.30pm will be supervised in the Library until 3:35pm.
Please collect your child from the Library. After 3:35pm,
students will be escorted to SPLASH as normal. Please
note, parents are invited to attend and will be asked
to adhere to social distancing, use the QR code to
check in and register RSVP via Trybooking https://www.
trybooking.com/BPPUT
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

Information regarding Parent Teacher Interviews will be
communicated to families this week. The dates of our
interviews are:
• Thursday 8 April 3:45pm-8:00pm
• Friday 9 April 8.30am-4.00pm- please note, this is a
Pupil Free Day
NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS DAY

Last week our School Captains Thinara and Henry went
along to The National Young Leaders Day by Halogen
Australia at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre. They
listened to His Excellency Hieu Van Le the Governor,
Musician and Author Josh Pyke, Olympic basketballer
Lauren Hodges and World Record holder Lachie Smart
the youngest person to fly solo around the world. It
was an exciting day filled with stirring and engaging
speeches from influential leaders that left our School
Captains feeling inspired and enthusiastic about their
leadership position for 2021.

Thinara- Halogen was an exciting experience that I will
never forget. Meeting the people and listening to the
speakers was a huge opportunity we learned lots of
leadership qualities from them.

Henry- I liked how inspiring the speakers were. They
taught me that if you’re nervous when public speaking,
you can make a joke and have fun with it. This will help
me so I don’t get more nervous when I speak to bigger
crowds.

From our School Ministry Worker
Each week we have time in the Library at Morning
Break for Chapel Craft, which follows on from our
Wednesday morning Chapel.
So far we have shared
time with students talking
about the Baptism of Jesus,
Palm Sunday and The Last
Supper. Today in Chapel
Ms Fyffe’s Year 3’s shared
with us about Jesus’ time in
the garden of Gethsemane,
when he spent time praying
to God about the series of
events that were before him.

This Sunday is Palm Sunday, which marks the beginning
of Holy Week. This is such a very special and sacred
time in our Christian year. If you would like to spend
some time at home with your children thinking about
the events leading up to Easter, you may like to check
out this great resource called Walking Through Holy
Week.
Blessing,
Louise Venning|School Ministry Worker

General News
WEDNESDAY CHAPEL

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

If you would like to join us for our weekly Wednesday
Chapel. Please book into a session using the trybooking
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD
Leading Chapel for Term 1 is:
Week 10 (31/3) Year 5 Mattner Peter’s denial
Week 11 (7/4) Pastor Matt Bishop Crucifixion and
Resurrection

OUR VISION:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word

Church News

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love

PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER SERVICES AT
ST PAUL

We invite you to share the special blessing
of Easter with us at St Paul. This Sunday we
welcome you to come along to our services
at 8.30am or 10am as we celebrate Palm
Sunday. At the 10am service there will be
an opportunity to join in a palm procession
at the start of the service, if you or your
children would like to participate. Early
arrival for this please at 9.50am. We would
love to see you and your family there.
PLAYGROUP

Playgroup @ St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from
9:00am-10:30am in the Church hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent or
carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. All
welcome. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please bring a small nut free snack for
your child for snack time.

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

LUTHERAN CARE DONATIONS
PROUD MEMBER OF:

For the month of March, LC are asking for donations of tinned fruit,
spreads, washing powder and junior nappies (15-25kg). Donations can be
left on the table in the narthex or at school reception.
BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS

At St Paul we are collecting items for Backpacks 4 SA Kids. For the last
couple of weeks in March we are seeking donations of underwear for boys
and girls, especially older children up to size 18 (new please). Donations
can be left on the table in the narthex or at our school front reception.
Let’s keep this important mission project in our prayers.
GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK

St Paul Lutheran School
44 Audrey Avenue
Blair Athol SA 5084
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

“I tell you for certain that a grain of wheat that falls on the ground will never be
more than one grain unless it dies. But if it dies, it will produce lots of wheat.”
John 12:24

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
You feed the hungry with grains of wheat. Thank you, Lord, for this
food to eat. Amen.

SAVE THE DATE

Shed Men Go Bush 2021
21, 22 & 23 May 2021

SMGB is back for 2021!. SMGB is an annual camp run by SPLS
Dads for SPLS Dads (including Male Care-providers) and their
primary school-aged kids held on private land near Riverton.
(This is not an official school event.)
This year our planned activities will include archery, damper
making, flying fox, bush craft skills, tractor ride and more.
We are looking for Dads to help with setup and to be part of
the planning committee. If you can spare some time to help,
please contact either Travis or Leon.
So, dust off the tents and the swags and get ready to go...
Registration forms will be sent out soon.
For more information contact:
Travis – travis@tadmar.com.au
Leon – lsemmens@aapt.net.au

